describing their own collections? The participants were asked to bring images of their senior collection to the interview. Compensation of 20 dollars was provided to each participant. Interview questions regarding the research questions were asked. Each interview lasted approximately one hour. For data analysis, the researchers conducted analytical coding. Results & Discussion: The findings are as follows, with numbers indicating the research questions being addressed. (1) The most common definitions of creativity reported by students were "an activity of thinking outside the box and creating something different that people have never thought of before" and "an original activity of creating something surprising from basic elements." The results indicate that students perceive creativity in terms of novelty and affective characteristics when defining it based on their own experiences. (2) Students described that the most creative pieces in the collections as experimental, successful, satisfying, and as their most favorite. They also indicated that the most creative pieces were the most successful visually and they represented the overall image of each collection. On the other hand, participants indicated that the least creative pieces were their least favorite and the least successful pieces among their collections. Three participants explained that they regarded certain pieces as the least creative because they were made in simple blocks without any functional or decorative details. The results indicate that based on their design preference and aesthetics, students perceive creative design in terms of visual design elements. The results indicate that there is a distinction between students' definition of creativity and the perception of creativity in their collections.
Conclusion:
The research explored apparel design students' perceptions of creativity. The distinction between students' definition of creativity and the perception of creativity in their collections can cause miscommunication with creativity-related materials and assignments between an educator and students. Understanding this difference as identified by the research will help educators to better communicate with students when it comes to creativity. The term "creativity" is often intertwined between person, process, and product, thus creativity should be understood as a complex attribute that contributes to the quality of students' learning experience.
